Have You Heard the News?

Chambly Canal f
In the nineteenth century, word-of-mouth and hand-carried letters brought news
much more quickly than newspapers, given the busy transportation network on
the lake. Travelers—peddlers, itinerant preachers, westering emigrants, or sloop
and canal boat captains and crews—were always welcome for the news that they
Quebec brought from other parts of the world. Taverns and inns were the centers of story-
telling: news was embellished on here, and was transformed into local folklore.
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